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Pie; amend the present application as followg: 
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Serial No.: 09/480,011 
Alt Unit: 2623 



The following is a copy of AppUcants' claims that identifies language being added 
underlining (" ") and language being deleted with strikethrough (" as is 



(Canceled) 

(Currently amended) A method for receiving customizable multimedia messages 
a television system at a communications terminal for presentation to a user. 



compnsmg: 

creating at looot on c a plurality of message configuration configurations 
corresponding to different messaging services having different predefined formats bv at 



least -^a ea plurality of application sefv ^ervers . each application server being capable of 
providing interactive services that enable the communications terminal to communicate 
over|die television system; 

sending the at loagt on o plurality of message configuration configurationf; from the 
3lurdlitv of ap plication servers l e ast on e appliontion fl e rv e r t n a multinotedia messaging 



serv^; 

receiving the plurality of at l e ant ono message configurationse e rtfiguration at the 
nult|media messaging server, 

configuring at the multimedia messaging server a plurality of different message 
•eqmsts with respective message content expressions and respective message 
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coniguration expressions, the plurality of different message requests being associated 
wit L the received plurality oLmessage confieuration s configiirnHnn the multimedia 
mes saging server being capable of managing the delivery of the Feemes^tequests over the 
teledsion system to the commnnications tenninal, thereby conserving system 
bantwi febandwidth : 



configimng a first type of expression to correspond to including in a message 
requ est a location reference to retrieve message information from a location remote from 
a cojnmmiication terminal; 

configuring a second type of expression to correspond to including in a message 
requ^t message information; 

receiving at the communications termiixal from the multimedia messaging server a 
first message request including a first message content expression and a first message 
configuration expression; 

responsive to receiving the first message request, 

presenting a first message to a user according to the first message content 
expression and the first message configuration expression; 

receiving at the communications terminal from the mxiltimedia messaging 
servdr a second message request including a second message content expression and a 
seco] id message configuration expression; and 

responsive to receiving the second message request, 

presenting a second message to a user according to the second message 
content expression and the second message configuration expression, \\4ierein the 
second message request includes at least one type of expression different than the 
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(Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising retrieving a 
mesfeage configuration from a remote location utilizing the first message configuration 
expiBssion, wherein the first message configuration expression corresponds to the first 
type|of expression. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of presenting 
the J irst message includes presenting a message content according to the first message 
cont;nt expression and the first message configuration expression, wherein the first 
mesi age configuration expression conesponds to the second type of expression. 



16. 



17. 



18. 
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type of expressions in the first message request, 



(Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the second message 



conf guration expression corresponds to the first type of expression. 



(Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the first message 



conu !nt expression corresponds to the first type of expression. 



(Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the first message 



zonu nt expression corresponds to the second type of expression. 



4 
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(Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further including configuring a 
type of expression to correspond to a default message configuration according to the 
abse nee of a message configuration expression in a message request. 



thtjr< 



20. 



over 
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(Currently amended) A system for providing customizable multimedia messages 
a television system to a communications terminal for presentation to a user. 



compnsmg: 

at least one application server that generates at least one message configurationj 
each] plication server being capable of providing interactive services that enable a 
comtiunications terminal to communicate over the television system; 

a multimedia messaging server that receives at least one message configuration 
from! the at least one application server and associates message content for presentation 
to a Lser according to the at least one message configuration, and generates a request 
accofding to the at least one message configuration, the request including the message 
content and a message configuration expression for delivery over a television system to 
a tht communications terminal associated with the user, wherein the at least one 
appl^ation server and the multimedia messaging server are located in the headend, the 
nultjmedia messaging server being capable of managing the delivery of the request over 
he elevision system to the communications terminal, thereby conserving system 
?afid ;v4t hbandwidth : and 



a multimedia messaging client that receives the request and associates the 
nesstge content and the message configuration for presentation of the message content 
iccoi ding to the message configuration. 
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con 

mul 



pres sming the message content by the communications terminal. 



22. 



conj iguration expression comprises the message configuration for use in 



pres 



23. 



15. 
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(Previou$ly Presented) The system of claim 20, wherein the message 
iguration expression comprises a location reference that is utilized by the 
imedia messaging client in retrieving the message configuration for use in 



(Previously Presented) The system of claim 20, wherein the message 



snting the message content by the communication terminal. 



(Previously presented) The system of claim 20, further comprising a 
data jase of message configurations, the database accessible by the multimedia messaging 
5erv4r. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 20, wherein the multimedia 
oaesstging client includes a client application and a configuration manager, v\4ierein the 
onfi juration manager provides the client application with the message configuratipn 
isso( iated vrith the message content. 



(Currently Amended) A system for delivery of multimedia messages, comprising: 
a multimedia messaging server; and 
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at least one application server in which each server generates message content and 
a da :abase of predefined message configurations, each application server being capable of 
proA|iding interactive services that enable a communications terminal to cormnumcate 
ove4the television system, 

wherein each application server delivers the message content and at least one of 
the < latabase of predefined message configurations to the multimedia messaging server, 
whi< h in response thereto, generates a request that comprises the message content and a 
message configuration expression for delivery over a television system to a 
com nunications temiinal associated with the xiser, wherein the at least one application 
serv< X and the multimedia messaging server are located in the headend, the multimedia 
mesi aging server being capable of managing (he delivery of the request over the television 
syst^ to the communications terminal, thereby conserving system bandwith b andwidth . 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the message 
configuration expression comprises a location reference. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the message 
configuration expression comprises the message configuration. 



(Currently amended) A method for providing customizable multimedia messages 
a television system to a communications terminal for presentation to a user, 



>ver 
:omtfri$ing; 
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creating at^east^ato message coitfiguration by ffUeaot-eaea first application 
■a nd a second message confinTration hy .^r^ ond apnlicatinii server, the fir.t 



^ '^^Be configuration difFerent from the second message .nnfip n..t^.n each application 
ser er being capable of providing interactive services that enable a communications 
ten^nal to communicate over the television system; 

sending the at loajt on o fir^ mes^sa pe cnn6guration and the .e^^nH message 
coniiguration r espectively from the aHeaa^^fh^ application server and the second 
iEEj ication server to a multimedia messaging server; 



mesi 



receiving the at looot onc first message configuration and the second message 
con^guration at the multimedia messaging server; 

creating apt)Iication independent m essage activation requests for presenting a first 
age content and a seco nd message content to messaging client software of t he 
com] nunications terminal associated to the user according to the at least on e first message 
confgutation and the second message configuration, respectively, the message 
activ ition requests being delivered over a television system te -for processbig bv the 
;ness iging client software at the a conununications terminal associated with the user; 



managing the delivery of the requests over the television system to the 
iomi|iunications terminal, thereby conserving system bondwit h band width : and 

sending the message activation requests fit)m the multimedia messaging server to 
he communications terminal over the television system. 
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(Currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein the message activation 
reqi^ests comprises a first message content expressio n and a second message content, 
expiession . 



30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the firsLmessage content 
expijession comprises the first message content or a location reference in the 
com nunications terminal to the first message conten t and wherein the second message 
coDt ?nt expression co mprises the second message content or a location reference in the 



com nunications terminal to the second message content 
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31. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28, further comprising delivering the 
first message conten t the second message content, or a combination of both to the 
comjaunications terminal from a location reference. 

J2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the message activation 
peqaAst -requests includes textual content as at least a portion of the first message content 
gxpr^ssio n, the second message content expression, or a combination of both . 

33. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the message activation 
pe^ttfet -requests includes audio content as at least a portion of the first m essage content 
sxpr< ssior u the second message content expression, or a combination of both . 
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34 



(Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the mess^e activation 
reqifest-requcsts includes audio content as at least a portion of the firsLmessage content 



ejcpi gssio n, the second message content expression, or a combination of both . 

35. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the fe^message 
acti\jation teqwegt -reguests fnoludcs include m essage content selected from the group 
cotis istlng of a banner, sprite, ticker tape, barker and an animated clip. 
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